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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in reference to response received 18 September 2006. Claims 1 - 24 are 
pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments and response are for amended claims. They are 
responded to in response to pending claims below. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 1 - 24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Independent claims 1,11 and 18 recite the limitation "copy of the particular 
content is received through the electronic content distribution system. Since the 
electronic content is stored in the electronic content distribution system", examiner 
reads the limitation as "copy of the particular content is received from the electronic 
content distribution system. Since the electronic content is stored in the electronic 
content distribution system". Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 10 and 18 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the steps. See MPEP § 21 72.01 . The omitted steps are for example: 

applicant recites the limitation user providing an identifier for an optical storage 
medium to get particularized credit, however, applicant further limits identifier to be 
digital fingerprint. Applicant has not positively claimed how the user extracts the digital 
fingerprint, converts it to human recognizable format and provide the digital content to 
the server. 

Applicant has claimed the limitation identifier indicating that the given identifier 
indicates that the given read only optical storage medium contains a particular content. 
Applicant has not positively claimed how the identifier is created for optical storage 
mediums with digital contents created by the user. Also, it is not clear how this user 
created optical disk is identified by the system to be containing particular content. 

Claims 1 1 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted elements are for example: 
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applicant recites the limitation means for user providing an identifier for an optical 
storage medium to get particularized credit, however, applicant further limits identifier to 
be digital fingerprint. Applicant has not positively claimed means adapted for the user to 
extract the digital fingerprint, converts it to human recognizable format and provide the 
digital content to the server. 

Applicant has claimed the limitation means for identifying that the given identifier 
indicates that the given read only optical storage medium contains a particular content. 
Applicant has not positively claimed means adapted identifying the content when the 
user has created the optical storage mediums with digital contents. Also, it is not clear 
how this user created optical disk is identified by the system to be containing particular 
content. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 1 -9, 11 - 16 and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Garfinkle US Patent 5,400,402. 
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Regarding claims 1,11 and 18, as best understood by examiner, Garfinkle 
teaches method, apparatus and system for providing particularized credit to a user in an 
electronic content distribution system (e.g. limiting number of use) that implements a 
network (fiberoptic, publically switched, telephone link, a satellite wireless link or a 
cable television link). Garfinkle teaches: 

receiving an identifier for a given particular digital content through a network. 

providing a particular content to the user (number of times data content can be 
played). 

redemption of credit by the user (order may be placed using a keyed-in code). 

A copy of the particulat content is received through the electronic content 
distribution system (The link 12 serves to down-load, at high speed, a video program to 
a specific customer address from which an order has been placed from a remote 
customer site 10). 

Regarding claims 4, 12 and 19, as best understood by examiner, Garfinkle 
teaches capability wherein identifier is a digital fingerprint that identifies the given read 
only optical storage medium (customer orders using the movie number instead of movie 
name). 

Regarding claims 5, 1 3 and 20, Garfinkle teaches capability wherein read only 
optical storage medium is a compact disc. 
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Regarding claim 6, Garfinkle teaches capability wherein network is an Internet. 

Regarding claims 2, 7, 14 and 21, Garfinkle teaches capability capability wherein 
particular content includes a musical work (music video). 

Regarding claims 3, 8, 15 and 22, Garfinkle teaches capability wherein particular 
content includes musical compilation comprising a plurality of musical works (movie with 
plurality of musical works, e.g. Sound of Music). 

Regarding claims 9, 16 and 23, Garfinkle teaches capability wherein electronic 
content distribution system downloads the musical work to the user pursuant to a 
transaction including particular credit by the user. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Garfinkle US Patent 5,400,402 in view of Rhoades US Patent 5,051 ,822. 
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Regarding claims 10, 17 and 24, Garfinkle does not explicitly teaches to stream 
digital content. However, Rhoades teaches idea of streaming digital content. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made. to modify Garfinkle as taught by Rhoades to minimize 
copyright violation by maintaining copies of the digital content at the server only. 

Garfinkle in view of Rhoades teach capability wherein electronic content 
distribution system streams musical work to the user pursuant to a transaction including 
particular credit by the user (e.g. video on demand). 



Conclusion 

Applicant is required under 37 CRF '1.111 (c) to consider the references fully 
when responding to this office action. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 6:00 (Wednesday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571 ) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




December 5, 2006 



Naresh Vig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



